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From the Pastor’s Desk
When Jesus was asked “which is the greatest of the commandments,”
His answer was simple and straight to the point:
“Love the Lord your God with all heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength and with all your mind;’ and, 'Love your neighbor as
yourself.'" (Luke 10:27)
The Christian life, before it is about anything else, is about love.
Jesus said, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if
you love one another.” (John 13:35)
And Paul said, “The greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13)
Love must be the driving force behind all we do. We worship God—
why? Because He is worthy? Absolutely. Because we are commanded
to? Absolutely. Both of these are good reasons, yet there is a step
higher on the scale and that is to worship Him because your heart is
bursting with love for Him. It’s not about obligation, it’s about celebration. Please understand, I’m not talking about momentary emotion; I’m talking about lifelong connection. We celebrate our love for
Him through worship, through a spirit of gratitude, and through recognizing that He is the giver behind every good gift.
It is one thing to step outside in the morning and say, “My, what a
beautiful day.” It is quite another to step outside and say, “What a
beautiful day that God has created for all to enjoy.” It’s more than

just a difference in how you phrase it. It’s having a view of the
world that is fueled by your love for God. This attitude pleases
Him.
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God not only wants us to love Him; He wants us to love others. Bill Hybels said, “you have never
made eye contact with a person who does not matter to God.” In the same way that He loves
those who contemplate Him day and night, He loves those who never give Him a second thought.
In the same way that God loves you, He loves that person next to you. The person who gets on
your nerves; whose faults are so much more visible than your own, the one who looks, speaks or
thinks differently than you. By the way, God’s dream for that person who does not know Him is not
that someday they will become like you or me. His goal is that they will one day become like His
Son, Jesus Christ, that’s the same journey we’re on, as well.
Here is what I’m saying, just as God wants your life to be all about your love for Him, He also
wants your life to be all about your love for others. Even to the extent of loving those whom society
might call “the least of these,” or to the radical extent of loving your enemies. Loving your enemies doesn’t mean that you surrender to them or that you abandon your personal boundaries, but
it does mean that when you have the chance to do good for someone who doesn’t wish you well
or refuses to be your friend, you do it.
Seeking the heart of God means that you live with an attitude that says, “I want to make my life all
about love—loving God above all else, and loving others as I love myself.” Seeking the heart of
God in your life means that you strive to build your life on His priorities. The foundational priorities
of God are that you love Him, and you love others. You serve Him by serving others.
Seeking the heart of God in your life means that you come out of the prayer room, out of the
church sanctuary, and into the streets where people are. Seeking the heart of God means that you
determine to build your life on His priorities, so that what matters most to Him becomes what matters most to you
What matters most to Him?
God wants you to love Him and love others. God wants you to serve Him by serving others. In doing this, you are saying:
Lord, doing that which maters most to You matters most to me. On this I will build my life.
In response, God will say:
“Here is a man, here is a woman, after my own heart.”
Our theme for this year is Seeking God. It is my prayer that we will love God, love and serve others, and truly seek His face during this season of Lent. If we do this, we will experience a wonderful time of Worship on Easter Sunday and every day we will be looking forward to worshipping Him
and serving others in love.

Member Spotlight: Mother Thelma Hinkle
Thelma Hinkle was born on December 15, 1924, in
Memphis, TN. She is one of 9 children. Her family
moved to Chicago, IL, where she completed high
school and two years of college. She was married to
Frank Hinkle Sr., and they had two sons. After over
20 years of marriage, Mother Hinkle’s husband
passed away. In 1989, Mother Hinkle experienced
another loss when her eldest son passed away. Her
youngest son is currently a principal at an Elementary school in Minneapolis. Although saddened by
her losses, Mother Hinkle has maintained a passion
for life and a healthy lifestyle. She has been a member of the YMCA for over 30 years and was recently
named a member of the month.

How often do you go to the YMCA?
 Five days a week, I take one or more classes a day while I'm there. I was in a TV commercial in the
90’s where I was the “Y” In YMCA
What types of employment have you had?
 After, working at Montgomery Ward for about 10 years, I worked at Sears for 46 years in the customer relations Department. I retired from Sears in 2012 at the age of 88. I also volunteered at
several Elementary schools and received a certificate for volunteering in Minneapolis Public
Schools.
When you are not at the YMCA, what else do you enjoy?
 I love working in my garden in the summer.

When did you join Greater Friendship MBC?
 I joined in 1965, under the leadership of Rev. Stanley King. I joined the Senior choir and later the
Busy Bees Ministry where I served as Treasurer for over 20 years.
At the age of 92, what is something that you’re proud of?
 My drivers license was recently renewed with no restrictions. I just prefer not to drive at night.
What is your favorite Bible scripture?
 One of my favorites is Philippians 4: 13, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
Do you have a favorite song?
 “Precious Lord,” I love that song!

South Africa Mission Trip
The GFMBC team members :
Rev. Billy G. Russell, First Lady
Theresa Russell, Ethel Norwood, Desha Russell, Judge
LaJune Lange, Thomas Lange;
accompanied by ILI members
Brendon Adams and Matt Entenza, a reporter from Public
Radio International and
friends from Cape Town.

On February 1, 2017, the GFMBC team departed from Minneapolis,
MN to Cape Town, South Africa. The team went to Tous River Deville
High School for a Schools for Christ workshop. A second workshop
was conducted for the Ravensmead High School. They visited the
Cape Music Institute, attended Elsies River Community Music Concert
and did Outreach with New Hope Jeremiah Project.
Reverend Russell was the guest preacher for the Sunday service at
Christian Explainers Church in Cape Town. He served communion
and prayed for healing and comfort for the congregants who requested prayer and the laying on of hands inspired by the Holy Spirit. Later, the GFMBC team enjoyed dinner overlooking the Indian Ocean
hosted by prominent South African citizens.
The team traveled by ship to Robben Island Prison to walk in the
footsteps of Nelson Mandela and the other freedom fighters who
were wrongfully incarcerated because they opposed injustice.
The team met with the Mayor of Cape Town to discuss development
in Elsies River. They also had the opportunity to tour Cape Point, Sowetto in Johannesburg and Melrose Arch.

*Afrikaans Translation:
Photographs from
South Africa

Community Partnership: NDC
A Letter to the Congregation,
Congratulations to the 12 students and existing business owners
that were accepted into the Neighborhood Development Center’s eight
week food industry “Plan It” class. The food businesses include caterer's,
food truck and future restaurant owners. These entrepreneurs are learning
how to manage and operate a successful food business from experienced
business advisors. I believe this class consists of some outstanding business
leaders who will have a positive impact on our community in the near future. On behalf of NDC, I would like to thank Reverend Dr. Billy G. Russell
and Greater Friendship MBC for hosting our Food Industry Business class.
Phillip Porter, MBA
Business Advisor
Loan Officer and Trainer

Ministry Spotlight
Stephen Ministry provides Greater Friendship an effective way to train and organize members to
become lay leaders who provide one-to-one Christian care to individuals struggling with any crisis.
All Christians all called to care for and love one another -it’s not just the Pastor’s job. By equipping
laypeople , we can help them fulfill their calling as Christians and also expand the amount of caring
ministry available at Greater Friendship.
Rev. Jay and Deaconess Mary Craig were trained as Stephen Leaders in January 2017. One of their
next steps, as outlined by Senior Pastor Billy G. Russell will be to provide a refresher class for
trained Stephen Ministers. These individuals will work with Pastor and Sister Theresa Russell to
provide the one to one care.
Upcoming Training
Refresher 10 hours: Friday evening - June 9, 2017 & Saturday morning session - June 10, 2017
Yours in Christ,
Rev. Jay & Deaconess Mary Craig

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2, NRSV).”
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News from the Academy

The U.S . Secretary of Education, John B. King, Jr.,
announced that Friendship Academy of the Arts
was named a 2016 National Blue Ribbon School.
The National Blue Ribbon is the highest honor a
school can receive. Friendship Academy of the Arts
is among the 330 public and private schools in the
nation, one of five in Minnesota and the only urban
school receiving this honor. Receiving the Blue Ribbon Award means Friendship Academy of the Arts
is in the top 1% of the best performing schools nationwide.
On December 2, 2016, family, friends, Community
members and partners came out to participate as
Friendship Academy of the Arts celebrated this Exemplary Academic Achievement.
The ceremony included student performances,
congratulatory remarks from various community
leaders, a Proclamation by the Mayor’s office, a
Proclamation by the Governor’s office and the
presentation of the Blue Ribbon Award and Flag.
Congratulations to the staff and students of Friendship Academy of the Arts!

Mark your Calendars
April 2017
8– All Ministry Meeting
14– Good Friday Service @7 p.m.
16– Easter Sunday
6:00 a.m.– Sunrise Service
Dr. Stephanie Bond
7:30 a.m.– Breakfast hosted by
Usher Ministry
10:15—Easter Service & Skit
30– Pastor’s 15th Anniversary
Celebration
May 2017
7– 5:00 p.m. Worship in Dance
14– Mother’s Day
20– 9:00-3:00 p.m. Community
Luncheon & Clothing Giveaway
June 2017
9&10- Stephen Ministry Refresher
11– GFMBC Church Anniversary
Celebration
12-14– Stephen Ministry Training
for New Caregiver’s
18- Father’s Day
19-24– National Congress of
Christian Education, St. Louis, MO
20– Sr. Pastor Russell Preaching
Late Night Service in St. Louis, MO
July 2017
All Worship Services will begin at
10 a.m. for the Month of July.
Sunday School at 9 a.m.
No 8 a.m. Worship Services
August 2017
1– National Night Out
5– Annual Taste of Friendship:
Noon- 6:00 p.m.
7-9– Vacation Bible School &
2nd Stephen Ministry Training
17&18– State Baptist Women’s
Retreat
20-25—Minnesota State Baptist
Convention

Notes:

